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REV. AND DEAR SIR. Gs 


ce Grace, mercy, and peare, be with thee.” 


Ir is with ſome degree of grief that I frequently 
hear of your bearing ſo hard upon me as an Anti- 
nomian, in your pulpit. You, who heard the whole 
of my teſtimony, and the confeſſion of my faith, 


and my call to the miniſtry at my ordination; you, 


who publicly declared, before the whole audience, 
that God wag the author of it, and that this you ſhould 
never be at a loſs to prove while you was in poſſeſ- 
ſion of a bible. And in this faith your hands, with 
the reſt of the preſbytery, were laid upon my head, 
attended with an humble prayer to God to bleſs my 
labours, which he has condeſcended to do to this day. 
You then deſired me to take my axe and go to work. 
I did fo, and have kept hard at it ever ſince; and I 
took the fame axe that the Lord's forerunner did; 


ne; 
FEY 
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(4) 
and endeavoured to lay it to the root of the trees, by 

cutting at their legal and partial obedience, at their 
birth privileges, and at their form of godlinefs without 
the power, warning ſuch hypocrites to fly from the 
wrath to come; and have enforced repentance toward 
God, and fruits meet to prove it genuine, and faith 
toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and that he that be- 
Heves on him is not condemned, nor ever ſhall be; 
but is juſtified freely from all things; but he that 


believes not is condemned already, and the wrath of 


God abides upon him.“ But then, 'why does my 
good old father cut at me for this good work? it is 
doing the work of an evangeliſt, and making full 
proof of the miniſtry. I know what I ſay in theſe 
things, and whereof I affirm, I am at a point when! 
preach them, and 1 am at a certainty in the faith of 
them. J do not like partiality. My good old fa- 

ther has laid his hands upon ſome who have told all 
| the world that they were nothing but impoſtors; but 
then they eſcaped without por called Antinomi- 


n 


brought more CCL to them than al chat they ever 
ſet apart before or ſince. 8 

Laſt Wedneſday night: at the Heel my good 
old father was very warm, and rather violent. But 


there were ſome preſent who could prove the apoſ- 


tle 8 aſſertion to be true that thoſe, who deſire to 


be teachers of the law, know not what they ſay, nor 


where they : affirm, And tho, Reverend Sir, art 
| . thy 


th 
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ke man; you Cleared nothing, you proved nothing 
jou ſettled nothing.. But my principles are horrid.“ 
Here is the charge, but no proof to ſupport it. Is 
it horrid to ſay that we were ſhut up under a ſchool- 
maſter till faith comes, and when it is come we are no 
longer under a ſchoolmaſter? To aſſert that we are 


w, and divorced from the law, that we might be 
at married to another; yea, become dead to the law by 
of WM the body of Chriſt, and eſpouſed to him, that we 
might bring forth fruit unto God? Is it horrid to ſay - 
s chat the law of faith, which is the law of the Spirit of 
e in Chriſt Jeſus, makes me free from the deſtroy- 
e ing power of the law of fin, and from the law of 
| BW death, engraven on tables of ſtone, and from the 
bondage of it? Doos looking into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continuing therein, bring nothing to a 

man's heart but horrid principles, and nothing to his 

life but horrid practice? I read that ſuch a man 
ſhall be bleſſed in his deed, though not for it; which 

ſhews that ſuch a law inclines- him to good deeds, 

and the very doing is attended with the bleſſing of 
heaven. Theſe things, Sir, do not lead to licentious 
living; it is the proud doer that lives in fin; all that are 
in the fleſh, and under the law, bring forth fruit unto 


death, Sin has dominion over every man that is un- 
der the law nor will it ever be ſubdued till under 


grace. Where the covenant of life and peace is reveal 

ed with power, there the law of truth will be both in 

the heart and 1 in the mouth; and ſuch, and only ſuch, 
1 will 


redeemed from under the law, delivered from th 
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will walk with God in peace and equity. And thi 


doctrine maintained will turn many away from ini. 
quity; Mal. ii. 5, 6; while the oppoſite party will 


- cauſe many to ſtumble at the law, by being partialin 
It, and not uſing it lawfally to thoſe perſons for whom 
it was made; namely, for the lawlefs and diſobedient, 


for the ungodly, and for ſinners, &c. But my good 
old father had another throw, That I made no dit. 
ce ference between the moral law and the ceremo- 
te nial. But this charge had no more to ſupport it 
than the other. When Paul tells the Romans to 


reckon themſelves dead to the law, but alive unto 
God through Jeſus Chriſt; and the Galatians, that 


if they ſought perfection in the fleſh, and righteouſ- 
neſs by the works of the law, then Chriſt ſhould profit 
them nothing; and the Coloſſians, that the hand- 


writing againſt them was nailed to the croſs; and the 


Corinthians, that the law engraven upon tables of 
ſtone was done away and aboliſhed, 2 Cor. chap. ii. 
ver. 7, 11, 12, 13—does he mean the ceremonial 
law? if he does, let Mr. Joſs tell us when that hay 
was given to the Romans, &c. e. 

I never read that God ever brought the Gentiles 
under the ceremonial law at all. It is true, the Gen- 
tiles might ſteal ſome things from the Jews, and eſ- 
pecially the things of their altars and facrifices, and 
adopt them into their heathen worſhip ; but then we 


are told that thoſe things which the Gentiles facri- 


ficed they ſacrificed to devils, not to God; for God 
never gave that law to them, that I read of; and fo, 


according 


* 4 


kecording to Mr. Joſs, Paul preached up among the 
heathen deliverance from the bondage of a law they 
were never under. But this fruitleſs toil can never 
be aſcribed to ſo wiſe a maſter builder. It is not to 
be found in Paul's writings, e it is in Mr. Joſs's 

words. 5 


But father Joſs ſays he never oma. « to be ans 
« livered from a law, which commands him to love 
« God with all his heart and with all his ſoul.” The 


Antinomian that Mr. Joſs cut at loves his Maker 


as much as ever Mr. Joſs did. But J am deter- 
mined, by the grace of God, to be honeſt in this 
matter, and not make people believe that my love 
to God comes by the law, or that it ſprung up in 
my heart while I was under the law; or that it 
flowed into my heart as 4 fruit of my obedience 
to the law :. for this is giving the lie both to God 
and conſcience; for © the carnal mind is enmity 
againſt God, and is not ſubject to the law of God, 


nor can be; nor does love come by the law, nor 
faith, nor life; nor is love of the law; nor is it obtained 


by obedience to the law ; nor is it communicated by 
the preaching of the law; for God neither works 
miracles, nor miniſters the Spirit, by the works of 
the law, but by the preaching of faith. God's ſelf- 

moving love to his elect was fixed upon them from 
everlaſting, before the creation of the world, conſe- 
quently before ever the law was given. This love 
is ſecured and promiſed to us in Chriſt Jeſus, and 


not in the law, which worketh wrath—quite the re- 
A 4 . # werle-- 


ny. 


verſe of love. This love is free in its fountain, free 
in its channel, free in the adminiſtration of it, and 
free in its operation. I will love them freely, ir- 
reſpective of works, worth, or worthineſs. God's 
love is ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt 
freely given to us; which ever-bleſſed Spirit is the 
Spirit of promiſe; a free gift to us; whoſe firſt fruit 
is love, and real love is perfect liberty, and a perfect 
deliverance from the yoke of bondage, from the law 

of works, from the fear of its curſe, and from the 
torment that it threatens. Now, if father Joſs has 
ever received the love of God, he muſt have re- 
ceived it in this channel, and in no other; and, if he 
has received it, why does he boaſt as if he had not? 
The law does not exclude boaſting. Why does he 
palm: his love to God upon the helpleſs command- 
ment, which commandment is weak through the 
fleſh, and can afford no help to us in this matter? 
And ſhall 1 ſtand up before an audience, and preach 
up and plead for the law, and talk of my love to 
God, and call it my obedience to the law, and ſo- 
degrade the ſovereign bounty of heaven, and Jeſus 
Chriſt, the grand medium of all conveyance > If a 
man loves God, it is becauſe God firſt loved him; 

and, if the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is on-the ſinner, and: 
the love, of God in his heart, be righteouſneſs of the 
law is fulfilled in him. This I allow, but it is not 
fulfilled by him; for both righteouſneſs and love are 
freely beſtowed upon unrighteous perſons, who are 


avowed enemies to God, and to all godlineſs. 
* - OED Looms. 


Cy.) - 3 
Leet us be honeſt, father Joſs, and not cry up our 
obedience to the law, but the unmerited mercy of 
God in Chriſt to ſuch poor, curſed, hell-bred ſin- 
ners as we were, who were by ſin the ſlaves of Sa- 
tan, and by nature the children of wrath. When 1 
met you in the Tabernacle veſtry at Briſtol, I gave 
you an opportunity to diſpute this point with me. 1 
brought it upon the carpet on purpoſe, but you de- 
clined, and fell in with all I ſaid, without contradict- 

ing a word. You bleſſed me for my faithful teſti- 

mony, delivered before you and three thouſand 
more, and begged God's bleſſing on it, and gave 
me the right hand of fellowſhip, and wiſhed me 
ſucceſs in the work. I am the fame man now that 
I was then. At Stroud, in Glouceſterſhire,/ you 
told an inquirer that you did not like me at all. 
Be it ſo. I always liked you. But at Greenwich, 
when in company with a friend of mine, you liked 
me much, and my doctrine too. Let us lay by this 
walking in craftineſs; but, above all, lay by handling 
the word of God deceitfully. You have been fo long 
uſed to ſay a confederacy'” to all the Tabernacle con- 
neCtion, and to conform to all that venerable ſociety, ; 
by conniving at ſome reproof-worthy, countenanc- 
ng others who ought to be ſhunned, and cutting at 
others out of complaiſance to the reſt, that I much 
fear you have loſt a good deal of that tenderneſs, 
feeling, conſcientiouſneſs, honeſty, uprightneſs, and 
faithfulneſs, that is required in a ſteward of God. It 
is not ſhaping a profeſſion, a converſation, and a mi- 
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aiſtry, to every perſon's humour, temper, principles; 
and empty profeſſion, nor fawning over a parcel of 
old women, that can be called doing the work of an 


f evangeliſt. Crying up old Weſley, that enemy of 


all divine righteouſneſs, in one pulpit, and preaching 
eternal election in another, is preaching to. pleaſe 


men with a witneſs: : but this is not the characteriſ- 


tic of a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. God has in- 


ſtructed me with too ſtrong a hand to ſuffer me to 


walk in this way. Sending perſons to heaven who 
were never converted, and in whom or by whom 
the Spirit never ſpoke, and who ſought and preach- 
ed themſelves, not the Lord Jeſus, and who have left 


nothing behind them but a teſtimony againſt their 


own fouls, is aſſuming an authority which God has 
not granted; and to charge perſons with horrid prin- 
ciples, which you cannot diſprove, is no better. If 
you chooſe to diſpute this point with me, undertake 


it; if not, don't fight againſt God, nor his grace, leſt 


he ſerve you as he did Evans at Briſtol. You are 


not equal at preſent to this taſk. Your conformity 


has dried up a good deal of the moiſture and power 
of your right arm, and your right eye is not a little 
darkened; you are not ſo bright as. you were. Be a 
little more faithful ; ſeparate the vile from the pre- 
cious; don't aim to pleaſe all, left your profiting ap- 
pear to none. Congregations that are like a pariſh 
pudding, made of all manner of ingredients, are not 
true churches of Chriſt. Arminians, Moravians, So- 
cians, Arians, Phariices, and Calviniſts, all huddled” 
together, 


Cup) — 
together, and a miniſtry ſhaped to pleaſe ſuch a eon 
vocation, mult veil the wiſe, and varniſh the fool; 
ſtarve the ſaint, and feed the hypocrite. This is 


Tabernacle and Tottenham work. And ſure I am 


that God will purge his floor; and, if it is not done 

by the faithful preaching of his word, he will do it 
by the ſword of war, by the wind-fan of damnable 
errors, by more faithful labourers raiſed up, or by 
perſecution unto blood, And the preſent or riſing | 
generation of the righteous will have to thank the 
linſey-woolſey preachers of the preſent, day for it; 

and, among the reſt, the diſſimulating captain Juls. 
My good friend knows that many have labuured 
long and hard in reproaching me; but what have they 
gained by it? Poor old father F/ecdgate toiled at it ll 
he loſt the favour of many of his friends, which ſo 
filled him with jealouſy that he became delirious 
and uſeleſs. - Mr. Morton purſued the fame till his 
charge diſmiſſed him; Mr. Meyer went on till he 
got into priſon, Mr. Watts laboured at it till he 
called preaching free grace rocking the devil's cradle, 

who has ſince been laid aſide as a dry tree; Mr. Bar- 
net, at Lewes in Suſſex, till the congregation turned | 
him out, and he got another place built in expectation | 
that many would follow him, (but not four did;) Mr. 
Garret, at Baſingſtoke, went on with the ſame till 
the people deſpiſed him, and he left the place at mid- 
night; Mr. Evans went on till God ſtruck him firſt 
Gurabs and then mad, and at laſt ſent him to his 
grave; 


Dying in faith has the promiſe of a crown of life, 
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gase 5 Ad Nur Gwynep has toiled, till he is 10 un 
up that he cannot come forth, either with a-mouth-/ 
ful of truth, or à grain of common ſenſe; as a ſer- 


mon of his now in my poffeſſion ſhews; and, as for 


Maria and John Ryland, they are no more: and of 
believe the captain will get no more honour from 


God than theſe did. My teſtimony for Chriſt 1 is the 
ſame that it was when you ſo much applauded it. 


If this ſhooting is intended to thin my followers; it 
has all been hitherto in vain. I have above three 


thouſand even in London to this day. If it is intend- 


cd to ſtop my uſefulneſs, it is in vain alſo; for God ſtill 


gives teſtimony to the word of his grace. If it is in- 
tended to blacken my character, it has had no effect. 
I can fill ſhew my faith by my works; or, if it is in- 


ended to deter or frighten the people, it has not 
ſucceeded; they are bomb-proof, and I ſtand mani- 
feſted in their own conſciences; yea, they ſee eye to 


eye with me, and a conſiſtency and a certainty in my 
doctrine. It is neither beating the air, blowing an un- 
certain ſound, nor running at an uncertainty. Grace 


and works, ſervice in the oldneſs of the letter and 


in the newneſs of the Spirit, can never ſtand together. 
You may at this work bring a deal of fin to your 
door, which ſome future trial may awaken your con- 
ſcience to let in; which will never be removed by 
looking to the law, but by doing as I do—looking to 
Jeſus, and truſting in him as the ſinner's all in all. 


as 


. 
and nothing elle; and let it be your wiſdom 1 to live 
as Fu would * to die. , 


I remain affectionately yours, 


In the truth of 'the Goſpel, 


WM. HUNTINGTON, s. 8. 


Church-Street , Padii ug ton, : | | A 4 | 
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